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Recently different kind of Value Added Services based on SMS bearer has become more and more popular in many countries. Such an applications are e.g. ringing tones, jokes, new services and phone number inquiries. Different platforms providing applications are connected to SMSCs using different protocol e.g. SMPP, UCP and CIMD.

The current problem is that if the application provider want to connect its service to different operators’ SMSCs the support of different protocol is needed. The big problem is that the different protocols have different features and not necessary support all the SMS features defined in 03.40 and 23.040.  Also there will be updates to the protocols regularly but different times and the application providers have to update several protocols in different times.

It is likely that similar and more advanced application and service will be introduced when MMS will be available. The global content and application providers would like to offer value added services to end-users globally. In the end-user point of view it will be easiest if the services are available from their network operator or service provider. This requires that content and application providers must have contracts with different network operators or service providers.

Because of several access protocols there have clearly been different kind of problems when applications based on SMS have been introduced and launched. Sonera’s view is that it would be easier to create and offer applications if there would be one well-defined protocol used between MMS Relay and applications based on MMS.

Sonera invites delegates to discuss if it would be possible to agree that there is one mandatory protocol used between MMS Relay and applications based on MMS. Sonera also proposes that some existing protocol should be used, not to define any new protocol.

